Myotonic Dystrophy Support Group

Safeguarding Child and Adults at Risk
Policy and Register Document
Purpose and aim of the Policy

Myotonic Dystrophy Support Group (‘MDSG’) is a registered charity (number 1134499), founded by Margaret Bowler in 1987, run by volunteers and dedicated to offering the hand of friendship and support to all those affected by Myotonic Dystrophy.
The purpose of the Safeguarding Policy is to create a culture that safeguards and protects adults at risk and children with who we may come into contact during the normal course of our business.  The Policy applies to all trustees, employed staff and local contact officers.
MDSG is committed to keeping vulnerable people safe and this will be guided via this policy, supported by procedures tailored to the way in which MDSG operates.
Policy statement

MDSG recognises that, in common with all who work with adults at risk and/or children, it has a legal and moral duty to ensure the safety and protection of those adults and/or children. 

MDSG recognises that it has a duty to act on all reports or suspicions of abuse that it becomes aware of.  MDSG acknowledges that acting in cases of abuse is never easy.  However, MDSG believes that the safety of adults at risk and/or children should override any doubts or hesitations.

To fulfil these duties MDSG will endeavour to create and foster, throughout the organisation, a culture that safeguards and protects adults at risk and/or children. MDSG will do this by:
· Acting appropriately to any allegations, reports or suspicions of abuse

· Establishing and implementing clear and thorough procedures for taking action on reports of abuse and other adult at risk and/or children protection issues

· Designating a Named Person to deal with all issues relating to the protection of adults at risk and/or children
· Implementing robust and thorough recruitment procedures for all trustees and employed staff

· Developing and enforcing a Code of Conduct for all trustees, employed staff and local contact officers
· Ensuring relevant training and information is available to all trustees, employed staff and contact officers
· Ensure that all new and existing trustees, employed staff and contact officers confirm in writing that they have read this policy (see Appendix for form to be used at least annually)
Continued…

Review
MDSG will review and update this document on a regular basis.
Policy adopted on 14 March 2025
Approved by the Board. Signed off by Peter Ferrari.
To be reviewed in March 2026.
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Myotonic Dystrophy Support Group

Safeguarding Child and Adults at Risk
Policy Document Register
All trustees, employed staff and contact officers must sign to confirm that they have read the MDSG safeguarding policy and will abide by it. Any concerns about the policy should be directed to either the Chairman or the Treasurer.

This register will be stored at the MDSG offices and be reissued at least annually.  This may occur sooner, if required at MDSG events or if policy/procedures are changed as agreed by the Board of Trustees.
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